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REV. MR. ‘CREA’ rH’S SPEECH. 


a } 





Communicated for the Western Luminary, 
by the request of the Editor. 





The substance of a speech delivered by 
the Rev Jacob Creath, Jun. at the an 
niversary meeting of the Kentucky Bi- 
ble Society, held in Lexington, April 1, 
1826. 





Notwithstanding the peculiar aspects 
which christianity wears in different 
hands, yet there are great and funda- 
mental points in which they coalesce 
The object of our meeting is not the 
most inconsiderable point. The objects 
of this Society are acknowledged by 
all professing a belief in christianity to 
be laudable: which are to afford the 
indigent of our qwn country, the facil 
ity of reading the scriptures in their 
vernacular tongue, gratuitously, orata 
reduced price—to assist in translating 
the scriptures into foreign languages, 
end thereby to diffuse the knowledge 
of God and the way of acceptance 
through his Son—to diminish the tacal 
culable sum of human wretchedness. 
to conduct multitedes of miserable and 
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deta travellers, from this land 
of darkness and mourning, to a land 

not flowing merely with milk and honey, 


| but with joys pure, rational, spiritual 
jand eternal. 


In order to illustrate and 
unfold the advantage and beauty of the 
concentration of effort, in this noble 
enterprise, by the different denomina- 
tions, |} would exhort the members of 
the society to bend their energies to 
this, as the sheaves of the Patriarchs 
bowed to Joseph’s sheaf. ‘There is an 
objection, which weighs, even with 
some christians, and which may be one 
reason why there ts not a greater num- 
ber of them present, and which it may 
he proper to obviate. It 1s said that 
there has been a misapplication ef the 
monies, and a mismanagement of the 
affairs of the society—and that it is a- 
mong the popular schemes of the day. 
Suppose that the force of these objec- 
tions was udmitted; would it prove 
that the objects of the society were 
not intrinsically good? or would it 
prove that this society was subject to 
abuse, as all benevolent societies have 
heen? Are we to stand aloof from all 
religious associations, which are not in- 
lallibly and unexceptionably conduct- 
ed? ‘To whom is the management of 
christianity intrusted? tosinless angeis? 
or to fallible, peccable men? Would it 
not be more suitable for us, as logicians 
and as christians, to contribute our quota 
towards the removal of these imagina- 
ry errors, than to shield our indifler- 
ence and covetousness under such a 
subterfuge? Who are foremost to raise 
these objections? Not those who are 
best acquainted with the internal man. 
igement of the society; not the most 


operatively benevolent’ A conscien- 
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tivus ond impartial answer to these tn- 
terrogataries will obviate these o!jec- 
tions. If they do not, the positive good | 
which has already accrued to mankind, 
will justify it from these charges. 

Bot it is to be feared, that while} 
there may be a general assent to the 
utility of the society, there is at the} 
same time a lamentable neglect of the 
book itself, and of the most probable 
means of its circulation. Itis not only 
necessary that the society should pos- 
sess funds and bibles: but it should al- 
so adopt measures for its dissemination ; 
fer what would it have availed that 
there was corn enough in Egypt, if it 
had oot been generally known among 
the people, and if it had been accessi- 
ble only toa few? In addition to the 
exertions of the agent already employ- 
ed by the society, to visit tre most des- | 
titute places in the state, to organize 
societies auxiliary, and to give infor- 
mation of the existence of this society, 
and its objects, we earnestly entreat all 
who are stewards of families and pro- 
fessors of christianity, to adopt Joshu- | 
a’s resolution, who said, “as tor me and 
my house we will serve the Lord:” 
a principal part of which service was 
a dne regard to the word of God, 
When there is no meeting on the Lord’s 
day convenient, let heads of families 
collect their children together to read 
the scriptures. And lest christian 


mothers should think this the exclusive | 


duty of fathers, | will here relate, what | 
} knew a christian mother to do; 
whose husband was much of bis time 
from home, and on whom the religious 
education of her children depended, 
It was ber uniform custom, on the Sab 


bath morning, as soon as breakfast was | 


over, to call her children together to] 
read the scriptures. She superintended } 
them, while each read a chapter alter 
nately. She imposed upon those who 
could read, the task of teaching those 
who could not read; and 10 this way she 
educated her children, all of whom 


(that are grown) are hopefulty convert- | 
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ted, except one who left her whey 

young. As the influence of mother; 

over their children is great, 1 exhort 

| them to go and do likewise, and they 

shall have a reward. | will also men. 

tion the advice which Jerome,one of the 

christian fathers, gave to Laeta:—*In. 

stead of gems and silks, let your young 

‘daughter be enamoured with the holy 

scriptures; wherein not gold, nor skins. 

nor Babylonian embroideries, but 

correct and beautiful variety, producing 

faith, will recommend itself Let he; 

first learn the Psalter, and be enter. 

tained with those songs; then be in. 
structed in life by the Proverbs of Sol. 
omon Let her learn from Ecclesias. 
tes to despise earthly things; transcribe 
‘from Job the practice of patience and 
| virtue. Let her then pass to the Gos. 

pels, and let them never be out of her 
| hands; and then imbibe with all the 
| faculties of her mind the Acts of the 
| Apostles, and the Epistles When she 
has enriched the storehouse of her 
breast with these treasures, let her 
learn the Prophets, the Pentateuch, 

‘Joshua and Judges, the books of Kings 
and Chronicles, the volumes of Ezra 
and Esther, and lastly the Canticles. 

The book of Revelation has as many 
mysteries as words; | said too little; 
hes every word there is a variety of 
senses, and the excellency of the book 
is above all praise.” 

If the youth of our country would 
pursue the course here recommended, 
‘and particularly the female part, in- 
stead of reading novels, the moral and 
| religious state of society would be 
| greatly improved. 





Read God’s word once, and you can read 
no more, 


) For all books else appear so mean, so poor, 


Verse will seem prose: but still persist to 
read, 


| And God’s word will be all the book you 


need.”’ 


The erudite and indefatigable Gro- 
tius, said, towards the latter part of his 








life, that he would give all hie learned 
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lumber for the plain integrity of John 
Urich, who spent eight hours of the 
day in prayer upon his knees over the 
word of God, eight in labour, and eight 
in necessary refreshment. 

lf any should think this an improba- 
ble method of diffusing knowedge, let 
them recollect that as letters compose 
syllables, syllables words. and so on, so 
individuals compose families, families 
communities, communities nations, and 
nations the world. Let all preceptors 
of schools, public and private, male 
and female, pay daily and deserved at- 
tention to the Bible. A Lycurgus, a 
Solon, a Moses, a David, and a Solo- 
mop, have not thought it unworthy of 
them, to direct us 


“how to rear the tender thought, 











Co teach the young idea how to shoot, 

To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind, | 

To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix | 

The generous purpose in the glowing 
breast.” 





Let every teacher of the christian 
religion, inquire, if all the people who | 
attend his ministry are supplied with | 
the lively oracles, Let him as often 
as he assembles with the people read 
not a text only, but chapters, portions 








and Epistles. Paul charged the 
churches to which he wrote that his 
Epistles should by read unto all the 
holy brethren. Moses was commanded 
to read the law at the end of every 
geven years, to men, women and chil 
dren assembled. Ezra read the law 
half the day. The primitive chris- 


tians assembled purposely to read the, 


word of God. The Jews after their 
return from the Babylomian and last 
captivity, erected in every town and 
village (Proseuchae) synagogues, in 
which they read the law and prophets 
every Sabbath, Monday and Thursday; 
particularly Deut. 6. and 11. chapters. 
The books of Moses or the law were 
divided into 52 portions, answering to 
the fifty two weeks in the year. A 
portion was read every week: what 














was read on Monday and Thursday was 
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repeated on the Sabbath, that the artifi- 
cers and mechanic ks mighthearit. This 
practice they say prevented their Idol- 
atry, and consequently their captivity. 
Ail this 1 would urge from the charac- 
ter given to the word of God, which is, 
that it lives and abides forever. Indi- 
viduals, families and nations have a- 
risen, prospered and perished, but the 
word of God liveth and abideth for- 
ever. The monuments of antiquity, 
have long since been buried in oblivi- 
on; but this monument, built upen the 
vast and comprehensive understanding 
of God, his power, his benevolence and 
his purity, stands as yet unshaken; not- 
withstanding the attempts of infidels to 
carry it away, as Sampson did the 
gatepusts of Gaza. 
‘Read and revere the sacred page; a page 
Where triumphs immortality; a page 
Which not the whole creation cou'd pro. 
duce, 


Which not the conflagration shall destroy, 
In nature‘s ruins not one letter lost.’’ 


The rapid augmentation of God's 
word ought to encourage and inspirit 
the society. One of the evangelists, 
having mentioned Herod’s end in these 
words, “he gave up the ghost and was 
eaten of worms,” adds, “but the word 
of God grew and multiplied.” The 
same may be said of all the enemies of 
of God. The antediluvians, the cities 
and nations of antiquity, gave up the 
phost and perished; but the word of 
God grew and multiplied in the days of 
Moses, Joshua, Job, Samuel and David. 
Manassa and his son Ammon _conceal- 
ed the word of God, until found by 
Hilkiah the priest, under the reign of 
Josiah. Sennacherib and his hosts were 
slain, Nebuchadnezzar ransacked the 
temple, made an idol, afflicted the saints, 
was abased and exalted; but the word 
of God grew and multiplied in the days 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Dan- 
iel. Nero, Julian, Juvian, Galerius, 
anid other advocates of virtue, but prac- 
litioners of vice, who have slaughtered 
milhons of God’s sheep, together with 
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tivus und impartial answer to these tn-| 
terrogataries will obviate these o!jec- 
tions. If they do not, the positive good 
which has already accrued to mankind, 
will justify it from these charges. 

Bot itis to be feared, that while] 
there may be a general assent to the 
utility of the society, there is at the} 
same time a lamentable neglect of the 
book itself, and of the most probable 
means of its circulation. It is not only 
necessary that the society should pos- | 
sess funds and bibles: but it should al- 
$0 adopt measures for its dissemination ; 
fer what would it have availed that 
there was corn enough in Egypt, if it 
had not been generally known among 
the people, and if it had been accessi- 
ble only toa few? In addition to the} 

exertions of the agent already employ- | 
ed by the society, to visit tre most des- | 
titute places in the state, to organize 
societies auxiliary, and to give infor. 
mation of the existence of this society, 
and its objects, we earnestly entreat all 
who are stewards of families and pro- 
fessors of christianity, to adopt Joshu-| 
a’s resolution, who said, “as tor me and 
my house we will serve the Lord:” 
a principal part of which service was 
a due regaid to the word of God. 
When there is no meeting on the Lord’s 
day convenient, let heads of families 
collect their children together to read 
the scriptures. And lest christian] 
mothers should think this the exclusive 
duty of fathers, | will here relate, what | 
} knew a christian mother to do; 
whose husband was much of bis time 
from home, and on whom the religious 
education of her children depended, 
It was ber uniform custem, on the Sab 


bath morning, as soon as. breaklast was } 


over, to call her children together to| 
read the scriptures. She superintended 
them, while each read a chapter alter 
nately. She imposed upon those who 
could read, the task of teaching those 
who could not read; and tn this way she 
educated her children. all of whom 
(that are grown) are hopefulky convert- 


‘greatly improved. 


ted, except one who left her whey 
young. As the influence of mother, 
over their children is great, | exhort 
them to go and do likewise, and they 
shall have a reward. 1 will also men. 
tion the advice which Jerome,one of the 
christian fathers, gave to Laeta:—*“Ip. 
stead of gems and silks, let your young 
daughter be enamoured with the holy 
scriptures; wherein not gold, nor skins. 
nor Babylonian embroideries, but » 
correct and beautiful variety, producing 
faith, will recommend itself Let he; 
first learn the Psalter, and be enter. 
tained with those songs; then be in. 
structed in life by the Proverbs of So} 
omon Let her learn from Ecclesias. 
tes to despise earthly things; transcribe 
from Job the practice of patience and 
| virtue. Let her then pass to the Gos. 
pels, and let them never be out of her 
hands; and then imbibe with all the 
| faculties of her mind the Acts of the 
! Apostles, and the Epistles When she 
has enriched the storehouse of her 
breast with these treasures, let her 
learn the Prophets, the Pentateuch, 
Joshua and Judges, the books of Kings 
| and Chronicles, the volumes of Ezra 
and Esther, and lastly the Canticles 
The book of Revelation has as many 
mysteries as words; I said too little; 
bos every word there is a variety of 
senses, and the excellency of the book 
is above all praise.” 

| If the youth of our country would 
pursue the course here recommended. 
and particularly the female part, in- 
stead of reading novels, the moral and 
religious state of society would be 





‘Read God’s word once, and you can read 
no more, 


| For all books else appear so mean, so poor, 


Verse will seem prose: but still persist to 
read, 
And God’s word will be all the book you 


| need.”’ 


The erudite and indefatigable Gro- 
tius, said, towards the latter part of his 
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life, that he would give al) his learned 

















lumber for the plain integrity of John, 
Urich, who spent eight hours of the 
day in prayer upon his knees over the 
word of God, eight in labour, and eight 
in necessary refreshment. 

if any should think this an improba- 
ble method of diffusing knowedge, let 
them recollect that as letters compose 
syllables, syllables words. and so on, so 
individuals compose families, families 
communities, communities nations, and 
nations the world. Let all preceptors 
of schools, public and private, male 
and female, pay daily and deserved at- 
tention to the Bible. A Lycurgus, a 
Solon, a Moses, a David, and a Solo- 
mop, have not thought it unworthy of 
them, to direct us 


“how to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 
To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind, 
To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in 
breast.” 





Let every teacher of the christian) 
religion, inquire, if all the people who 
attend his ministry are supplied with 
the lively oracles. Let him as often 
as he assembles with the people read 
not a text only, but chapters, portions 
and Epistles. Paul charged the 
churches to which he wrote that his 
Epistles should by read unto all the 
holy brethren, Moses was commanded 
to read the law at the end of every 
geven years, to men, women and chil 
dren assembled. Ezra read the law 
half the day. The primitive chris- 


tians assembled purposely to read the | 


word of God. The Jews after their 
return from the Babylonian and last 
captivity, erected in every town and 
village (Proseuchae) synagogues, in 
which they read the law and prophets 
every Sabbath, Monday and Thursday ; 
particularly Deut. 6. and 11. chapters. 
The books of Moses or the law were 
divided into 52 portions, answering to 
the fifty two weeks in the year. A 
portion was read every week: what 
was read on Monday and Thursday was 
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repeated on the Sabbath, that the artifi- 
cers and mechanic ks might hearit. This 
practice they say prevented their Idol- 
atry, and consequently their captivity. 
Ail this 1 would urge from the charac- 
ter given to the word of God, which is, 
that it lives and abides forever. Indi- 
viduals, families and nations have a- 
risen, prospered and perisbed, but the 
word of God liveth and abideth for- 
ever. The monuments of antiquity, 
have long since been buried in oblivi- 
on; but this monument, built upen the 
vast and comprehensive understanding 
of God, his power, his benevolence and 
his purity, stands as yet unshaken; not- 
withstanding the attempts of infidels to 


carry it away, as Sampson did the 
_gatepusts of Gaza. 


|'*Read and revere the sacred page; a page 


Where triumphs immortality; a page 

Which not the whole creation cou'd pro. 
duce, 

Which not the conflagration shall destroy, 

In nature‘s ruins not one letter lost.”’ 


The rapid augmentation of God's 
word ought to encourage and inspirit 
the society. One of the evangelists, 
having mentioned Herod’s end in these 
words, “he gave up the ghost and was 
eaten of worms,” adds, “but the word 
of God grew and multiplied.” The © 
same may be said of all the enemies of 
of God. The antediluvians, the citieg 
and nations of antiquity, gave up the 
ghost and perished; but the word of 
God grew and multiplied in the days of 
Moses, Joshua, Job, Samuel and David. 
Manassa and his son Ammon_conceal- 
ed the word of God, until found by 
Hilkiah the priest, under the reign of 
Josiah. Sennacherib and his hosts were 
slain, Nebuchadnezzar ransacked the 
temple, made an idol, afflicted the saints, 
was abased and exalted; but the word 
of God grew and multiplied in the days 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Dan- 
iel. Nerc, Julian, Juvian, Galerius, 
and other advocates of virtue, but prac- 
litioners of vice, who have slaughtered 
millions of God’s sheep, together with 









the host of modern lntidels, have given 
up the ghost, and have been eaten of 
worms; but the word of God has 
creased astonishingly, by the angmen 
tation of Bible Societies, and by many | 
running to and fro. Scoffers have, 
mocked, hypocrites have apostatized, 

wickedness has proceeded from the 
wicked m all ages, 
backsliiden,and been divided, and all of 
them have given up the ghost and been 
eaten of worms; but the word of God. 

grows and multiplies. May it grow as. 


the stone cut out without hands until it 


fills the earth. 

THE BIBLE'S COMPLAINT. 

Hear. O heavens! 
earth! | came from the love and em- 
brace of God, and mute nature, to whom 
I brought no boon, did me rightful hom- 
age ‘Toman | came, and my words 
were to the children of men. 1 dis- 
closed to you the mysteries of hereaf.- 
ter, and the secrets of the throne of 
God. I set open to you the gates of: 


salvation, and the way of eternal life | 


hitherto unknown. Nothing in heaven | 
did | withhold from your hope and am- 
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christians have | 


and give ear, O 
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l came to rule, and my thiiewe 
to set up in the hearts of men Mine 
ancient residence was the bosom of 
God; no residence will | have but the 
soul a an immortal; and if you had 
entertained me, | should have pussessed 
| you of the peace which | bad with God, 
'*wheo | was with him, and was daily 
his dehght, rejoicing alwavs belore 
him.” “Because | have called and 
you refused, | have stretched out my 
hand and no man regarded; but ye have 
set at naught all my counsel, and would: 
none of my reproof; I also will laugh 
at your calamity and mock when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your 
destruction cometh as a whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish cometh up- 
on you.— Then shall they cry unto me, 
but | will not answer, they shall seek 
me early, but they shall not find me.” 
Irving’s Orations. 








i 





LADDER OF BENEVOLENCE. 
Maimonides, the celebrated Jewish 
philosopher, in his work, “More Nebu- 
chim,” defines the duty of charity in 
‘the following admirable manner. 











bition; and upon your earthly lot I 


poured the full horn of divine provi- 


dence and consolation. but ye requt- | 
ted me with no welcome, ye held no 
festivity on my arrival; ye sequester. 


me from happiness and heroism. closet- | 


| 
ing ine with sickness and infirmity; ye| 


make not of me, nor use me for your) 
guide to wisdom and prudence, 
press me into a place in your last of 
duties, and withdraw me to a mere cor- 


ner of your time; and most of ye set | 
me at naught and utterly disregard me, | 'proportionably, aod even unsolicited: 


but) ! 


There are, he says, eight degrees or 
steps in the duty of charity. 

‘The first and lowest degree, is to 
‘give; —but with reluctance or regret. 
‘This is the gift of the hand, but not of 
“the heart. 

The second is to give cheerfully, but 
not proportionately to the distress of 
the sufferer. 

‘The third, is to give cheerfully and 
proportionably, but not until we are so- 
licited, 


The fourth, is to give cheerfully, 


| 
\" 





I came, the fullness of the kuewledge, but to pat it inthe poor man’s hand, 
of God; angels delighted in my compa- thereby exciting in him the painful 
ny, and desired to dive into my secrets, emotions of shame. : 
But ye, mortals, place masters over me, f ‘The fifth, is to give charity in such 

subjecting me to the disciplise and dog- a way. that the distressed may receive 
matism of men, and tutoring me in the bounty, and know their benefactors 
sour schools of learning lcame, not without being known to them. Such 
® be silent im your dwellings, but to was the conduct of some of our ances- 
Deak welfare to. you and to your chil- tors, who used to tie up money in the 
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hin! corner of their cloaks, that the 
poor might take it unperceived. 


The sixth, which rises still higher. 
isto know the objec ts of our bounty. 
but remain unknown to them. Such 
was the conduct of those of our ances 
tors who ased to convey their charita- 
ble gifts into poor people's dwellings, 
taking care that their 9wn persons and 
uame should remain unknown. 


The seventh, is still more meritort 
ous namely, to bestow charity im such 
a way that the benefactors may not 
know the relieved objects, nor they the 
name of their benefactors; as was done 
by our charitaole forefathers during 
the existence of the Temple; for there 
wasin that holy building a place called 
the chamber of silence or inostenta- 
tion; wherein the good deposited se- 
cretly whatever their generous hearts 
suggested, and from which the most 
respectable poor families were mar- 
tained with equal secrecy. 


Lastly, the eighth and the most mer- 
itorious of all, is to anticipate charity 
by preventing poverty, namely, to as 
sist the reduced brother, either by a 
considerable gift or loan of money, or 
by teaching him a trade, or by putting 
him in the way of business, so that he 
may earn an honest livelibood and not 


he forced to the dreadful alternative of 


holding up his hand for charity; and to 
this our holy law alludes when it says, 
“And if thy brother be waxen poor and 
fallen in decay, then thou shalt support 
him; yea, though he be a stranger ora 
sojourner; that be may live with thee” 
Lev. xxv. 35. This isthe highest step, 
and the summit of charity’s golden lad 
der, 


CHRISTIAN GRACES. 
Christian graces are like perfumes; 
the more they are prest. the sweeter 
they smell; like stars that shine bright. 
est in the dark; like trees the more 
they are shaken the deeper root they 
take, and the more iruit they bear. 
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fod. and that she would look over 


ferred to, she 


and went in haste to the door 


distance to visit her. 








—_—_———<= 
INT ERE STING. ANEC DOTE. 
A POOR MAN'S LIVE SAVED BY A TRACT. 


From the Repert of the directors of the 
Dorchester (Mass.) Female Tract Se- 
crety. 


We could place before you, ladies, 
did our time permit, many anecdotes 
counected with the history of Tracts, 
which were furnished by the numbers 
of the London ‘Tract Society, at their 
late annual meeting; but least we 
should confine your attention too long 
to this subject, we will mention only 
one. It was brought forward by a 
miniséer from Exeter, who stated. that 
not far from the place where he jived, 
and quite in the country, there were 
tvo young ladies residing, and both of 
them pious. It so happened that a 
poor American sailor, having taken ap 


the employment of a pedlar, passed 
that way; called at the house of these 


young ladies, and taking his box of 
small wares from his shoulders, reques- 
ted one of them to purchase some 
tracts. She replied that there was a 
certain tract which she was anxtons to 
his 
parcel, and if it contained the one re- 
would take it. She did 
so, and fading the paper she wanted; 
paid the man, and ordered the servants 
io provide him with some retreshments, 
to re- 
who had come troma 
The peor man 
in the mean time gathered up his scat- 
tered wares, proceeded a considerable 
distance on his way, aod having reach. 
ed avery retired spot, sat downu by the 
sidle of the road, and taking his jack- 
knife from bis pocket, began to ap- 
pease his hunger with the tood so kind- 
ly provided for him. it so happened, 
that in the course of the same day,a 
most horrible robbery and murder had 
been committed near this spot, and of. 
ficers had been dispatched to seek out 
the criminal, and briog him back to 
justice, A party of them approached 


ceive a iriend, 
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this poor sailor, and finding en's em 
ployed with a jack-knife, (the very in 
strument with which the murder wa- 
snpposed to have been perpetrated ) 
they seized him at once, and put him 
in prison, where he remained three 
months, awaiting his trial. During 
the whole period of his confinement 
he was employed in reading the Bible 


and pious books to his fellow prisoners, | 


and was so exemplary in his whole 
conduct as to attract the attention of 
the jailor, who kindly interested him 
self tor him, listened to his tale of wo. 
and believed him imnocent.— When the 
trial came on, the case was of such an 
interesting nature, that it drew togeth 
er a vast concourse of people; and af 
ter the egamination had passed, and 
the judge had called for the verdict of 
guilty or not guilty, a voice was heard 
to issue from the crowd, not auitty !— 

Every eye was directed to the spot 
from whence the sound proceeded; and 
immediately a young lady advanced, 
with a paper in her hand, and appear- 
ed before the judge. Her feelings at 
first overcame her, and she fainted; 
but recovering herself, and being en 
couraged to proceed if she had any 
thing to say in defence of the prisoner 
at the bar, she stated to the judge the 


circumstance of having the Tract of 


the poor man, presenting it at the same 
time. bearing the date of the day and 
hour when it was purchased. She sta 
ted further that just as the man was a- 
bout leaving her, a sister whom she had 
not seen for many years, arrived from 
a distance, and as she was anxious for 
a particular reason, to remember the 
day and hour of her arrival. she had 
made a memorandum of it upon this 
Tract, which she happened to have in 
her hand. While she was making this 
statement to the judge, the poor prison- 
er bent forward with earnestness, to 
discover what gentle voice was plead. 
ing so his behalt—for he had thought 
himself friendiess and alone in the 
world, and was comforted that any one 








ee 
j should take a part in his sorrows, evep 
though it should not avail to the saving 
of his life. But it did avail —For the 
hour of the murder having been ascer- 
tained, and being the same with that 
recorded upon the tract, it was evident 
that the prisoner must have been in a 
diflerent place at the time it was com- 
mitted. He was accordingly dischar- 
ed; and in a moment was upon bis 
knees, pouring forth the grateful feel. 
ings of his heart to his kind benefac- 
tress. And this, said the reverend 
gentleman, (presenting to the audience 
a small pamphlet which he held in his 
hand,) this is the very Tract which sa- 
ved the poor man’s life. 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 

Dr. Bruno, who attended Lord By- 
ron in Greece. and was with him at the 
close of his mortal career, was an Iltal- 
ian, and bronght up in the Church, 
which includes a system of faith, and 
doctrine, and service, that, to adopt the 
words of an eminent Historian, seem 
calculated to mock the common sense 
of mankind, It is not therefore won- 
derfal, that seeing religion only 1m the 
mummeries of that superstition, Dr. 





Bruno considered the Bible, and all re- 
vealed religion, as a fable. He had 
explored all ancient and modern lear- 
ning, but had still turned away bis at- 
tention from the Scriptures. After the 


death of Lord Byron, he came to Gen- 
eva, and there became acquainted with 


one of the agents of the London Con- 
tinental Society. The conversations 
which took place between them and 
other devoted Christians at Geneva, 
were blessed to Dr. Bruno. His inf- 
delity was completely annihilated ; and 
to use his own words, he saw tn Chris- 
franity at beauty, which he never be- 
fore imagined to exist init, and he fele 
ail the admiration of a young pagan just 
enlightened. He determined to return 
in Greece, not in the same capacity in 
which he was with Lord Byron, but as 








a Missionary of the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ; '0 carry into Greece that Gos- 
pe! which betore he derided, and to 
proclaim an emancipation, not from the 
bondage of the Moslem power, but 
trom the chains of Ignorance, supersti 
tron, and vice. NV. Y. Oés. 
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THE MINISTER’S WIFE. 

“If | were to be married at all,” ex 
claimed a lively girl, a few days ago. 
‘IT should like above all mento have a 
minster.” 

! said nothing at the time. I was 
led to meditate afterwards upon the 
‘ondition of a minister’s wiie; and 
some ideas occurred to me which | 
shought might be useful to some of the 
readers of the Magazine. 

A minister’s wife certainly occupies, 
a post of considerable importance.— 
Much of her husband’s comfort, and 
much of his usefulness, depends upon 
her. If she be kind, it will coutribute 
to his cheerfulnes; if she be zealous, 
it will invigorate hi: exertions; if she 
be eminently spiritual, it wrtl cherish’ 
those feelings in his mind which are 
congenial with his office. But if un- 
happily, she should take no interest in 
in his work, do nothing to help him, 
anc say nothing to animate him; 1 she 
should consider his books as her ri- 
vals, treat his studies as his amuse- 
ments, regard his public services mere- 
ly as scenes which he must pass through 
to retain his situation, and teel no anx- 
iety that they should be performed 
with the best of his abilities; if, in a 
word, she do not love him as a muinis- 
ter, and love his work as the work 
of Christ; she will grieve his spirit, 
hinder his usefulness, and have much 
to answer for at the last day. 

Lon. Bap. Mag. 
FENELON. 

“in one of his charitable walks, (says 
the Cardinal Maury,) Fenelon met a 
peasant, still young, but plunged in the 
deepest affliction He had recently 
lost a cow, the only support of his in- 
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digent family. Fenelon attempted to 
comfort him, and, by giving him mon- 
ey to buy another, alleviated his sor- 
cow; still he had lost his own cow, and 
the tear continued to fall. Pursuing his 
journey, Fenelon found the very cow, 
which was the object of so much af- 
fliction; and like the good shepherd, 
he himself drove it back before him, 
in a dark night, tothe young man’s cot- 
tage. This, (says the Cardinal.) is 
perhaps the finest trait in Fenelou’s 
life; wo be to those who read it with- 
out being affected. The virtues of 
Fenelon give his history something of 
the nature of romance, but his name 
will neverdie. The Fleminders bless 
his memory, and call him the good 
archbishop.” 
THE SIN OF SLANDER. 

A man’s good name is like a piece of 
white paper, which, if once blotted, 
will very hardly be got out again, so as 
to leave no print of it behind. [i 1s 
like a merchant's estate, long in get- 
ting, but lost in a moment; and when 
it is lost in the bottom of the sea, how 
shall it ever be recoved again? How 
circumspect, then, ought men to be in 
what they say of their brother, so as 
not to steal and murder his good name, 
which is as precious as life itself! The. 
destruction of another’s character ts a 
sin that God will not pardon, unless 
the guilty party will make restitu- 
tion, which is a work not easy to be 
done; yet God will accept of endea- 
vour, if faithiul and industrious. 





FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD. 

When I see withered leaves drop 
from the trees in the beginning of Au- 
tumn, just such, thinks |, is the friend- 
ship of the world. While the sap of 
maintenance lasts, my friends swarm 
in abundance; but in the Winter of 
my need they leave me waked. He ig 
a happy man that hath a true friend 
in his need; but be 1s more truly happy 
that hath no peed of hie triend, 
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Two Dollars per annum, in advance. bs ' lig rede » and 10 this 
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LEXINGTON: 


the Christians of the West to determine 
, whether this attempt, to circulate relj. 
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Ww i... works,’ shall fail, as ether attempts have 
EPNESDAY, MAY 3, 1826. heretofore done, for want of their patron. 

foe Editor of the Westeru Luinitary. _ 
feels it his duty to make one more appeal The paper is not designed for the pro- 


to the Christians of the West in behalf || ™otion of the views of aoy particular sect 
of this paper. He would again say, that |j °F denomination; but for the advancement 
the present list of subscribers will by no of the great and rapidly progressing cause 
means justify the continuance of the pub- | of Christianity. Allsectarian controver- 
lication; and unless the number is greatly | sy shall be carefully avoided; and al- 
increased, and payments made with more | though the Editor is himself a member 
punctuality, the work must stop with the | of the Presbyterian church, he feels fully 
close of the second year, which will be persuaded, that be will be enabled to con- 
the Ist of July. The amount of money. duct his paper in such a manner as to rep- 
received on account of the present year 4° it equally as interesting and accept- 
has been barely sufficient to pay for the | ale to Christians of other denominations 
article of paper alone; and had it not been || 2° © that one to which he himself is at- 
for other resources we shonld have been | tached. As stated above, he concerves 
compelled to stop the publication elieme: | the cause of Christianity to be a great 
(his time. Although the Editor would | @”4 ‘@pidly progressing cause; and al- 
rejoice to be enabled to continue the pub- though we in the West, have to moure 
lication of the Western Luminary, witha | °V€" the apparent desolations of our 











liberal patronage to stimulate him to vig | churehes, and the apparent increasing 
orous exertions to make it interesting and wickeduess of the people; yet when we 
useful; yet he does not think it his duty to. look abroad over tbe world, and even 
sacrifice his time and property in the en. | OY" Very Many parts of our Americap 
terprise, if he is not sustained by the — continent, and see bow the Lord is *riding 





Christian community. The readers of the | forth in the charict of his Gaspel, con- 
paper have by this time had ap opportuni- | quering and to conquer,’’ we bave abund- 
ty of judging of its merits or demerits; | #¥* Cause for thauksgtving and praise. 
And the foregoing statement of facts, has || 4°¢ among the many matters of thanks- 





pot been made a view tourge any of them giving, ope is, that in this rapid march of 
to use their iofluence in promoting the | the gospel, the barriers which have hith- 
circulation and patronage of the work, | erto kept the different denominations, in 
unless they think it will probably bea some degree, separate from each other, 
means, in some degree, of advancing the | are breaking down; and the peopie of the 
interests of religion and morality in our | Lord of every name are seen ‘flowing 
country. While he hopes he will ever feel togetver,” and upiting their prayers, their 
grateful to any who may take an interest j; counsels and their labours in this Great 
in the circulation of the paper, he does | Concern, the ooly concern that will ulti- 
not solicit such interest as a matter of fa-|| Malely prevail in our world. We would 


enor to himself as an individual. It is with | just refer our readers to the heart cheer 
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pa 
ing iatellizence which « we » publish to-day. | 
of the various revivals of religion in our’ 

own country, the progress of Christianity | 
among God's ancient people the Jews, the | 
demand for the Bible in South-America, | 
the civilization of the Indians, the success 

of Bible and &c. to | 


aud gladden their hearts, and 


ract Societies, &c. 
enconracg: 
stimulate them to labour 
in the 


while they may 
rd We would re- 


li an eve vt tua 


' 

vineyard of the Li | 
' 

mind then ' | 


jal we tive 


——— 





| 


——. 
wicked bear rule the sengte'e mourn.” and 
“when the righteous bear rule the people 
rejoice;”—that ‘by reason ol sweariug,” 
aod other species f wickedness, 
land mourneth ”’ &e X&c 
The Western Luminary w!l take no 


part in the political distractions of our 


_ =_~ . - 


— — _—— _ 


‘the 


country; hutwillendeavourl:c etrionte, 


as far as the feeble nowers of iis Editor 


may @uable it with the blessing of Heav. 


evn, to restoreand perpetuate barmony 


and that the a of belong saneiiaall within our borders and happiness among 


to 


1s 


eco workers” with the King of kings) 


inestimalic. Tbe Lord will carry on) 
his work; and if any of us refuse or neg- 


lect to* come up to his belp” ‘‘against the 


% 


migh'y, 
mi ots, 


he will ratse up other instru 
and we shall have the reward of 
disobedient or slothiul servants. 


One cause of mourning with us in the 
W est, 


professing christians of the differeat de 





is, that a large proportion of the 





nomirations, appear to be so engrossed 
wit'tr the political concerns of the day, 
that they have but little time to attend 
to, and feel but little interest about the 
Great Concern, of which we bave been 
speaking. Scarcely a religious head of a 
family is to be found, who does not take 
from one to half a dozen of the political 


papers of the day; while probably not 





opne-tenth of such heads of families take 
a single religious paper. We are very | 
far from wishing to inculcate a spirit of 
indifference among Christians, as to the 
political affairs of the country: But while 
they feel, as they should feel, a deep in 

terest about the temporal prosperity and 
good goverament of the Commonwealth; | 
they ought to feel a much deeper inter- 
est about the Church of Christ. and the 
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advancement of its interests in our world. | 
They ought to recollect that ** Righteous- 
aess exalteth a nation,” 





and that ‘sin ts a | 
reproach to any people;’—that ‘‘when the 





our people. 


The Editer tenders his thanks to those 
individuals who have manifested their 
wish to have the publication continued» 
by procuring new subscribers toit. And 
he has no doubt but thatif even the few 
who would regret to have the Westera 
Luminary stop—if even these few were to 
make use of avery little influence amoug 


their peighbours, soon have a 


he would 
subscription list amply sufficient to justify 
As 


stated above, he dves not solicit this in- 


the continuance of the publication. 


fluence as a matter of favour to himself as 
an individual; and he expects of all those 
who think the paper not calculated todo . 


good, that they will actconsistently. He 


| would just say to those who are pleased 


with, and find a portion of their happiness 
to consist in reading the religious intelli- 
gence which they find in the columns of 
the Luminary from week to week, that by 
inducing a neighbour to take and read it, 
‘hey may contribute to the happiness of 
such neighbour. As has been previously 
stated. any who subscribe, and may not 
like the paper upon trial, will be at liber- 
ty to discuotioue their subscription on the 
first of July. The numbers will be fur- 
nished to new subscribers from the Ist of 
April, making three months, to the Ist 
of July, for Fifty Cents. 
THOMAS T.SKILLMAN, 
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10 CORRESPONDENTS. 
‘* The Great Contrast’ will be inserted 
next week. 


Communicaled for the Western Luminary. 


Extract of a letter from a Methodist Cler 
gyman in Detroit, to his friend in Lex- 
ington, dated Detroit, April Sth, 1826. 


“Tast October | was appointed to this 
Station. I bave had the honor of preach 
ing the gospel of peace on that ill-fated 
field where Winchester lost the day. 
afiords unspeakable pleasure to the con- 
templative mind to draw the pleasing con- 
trast there is in this country now, and In 
the year I1vi2. Yet there are huadreds 
of Indians in our woods, and when they 
get intoxicated they very frequently kaiil 
eachother. There have beeu seven mur 
ders in this way since the Ist of January 
last. Were it not for the blessed achieve 
menis that the Gross of Christ bas al- 
ready gained. we should despair of being 
successfull in doipg good to mankind; but 
we have seen at Sandusky, 200 savages of 
the Wyandott tribe, embrace the Chris- 
tian religion; and they can give as ration. 
alan account of their conversion as any 
peop'e Leversaw. If the great Head of 
the Church can dose much for red men, 
we believe he is willing to save white 
mea also; and we.are hopiog that the 
wicked city of Detroit. will yet be famed 
tor piety. A oumber here have embra. 
ced religion, and we have a society of 


upwards of 70 members.” 
CHARLES SIMMONS. 


REVIVALS. 

At no time for many years past, lias the 
church been favored with revivals so fre 
Al. 
most every religious publication, to the 
North and East of us especially, brings ti- 
dings of great joy tothe living Christian. 
Anxious multitudes with weeping end with 
supplication are returning to Zion, and sor- 
row and sighing are fleeing away. In all 
the Eastern states, in New Jersey and the 
Western parts of New-York, the Lord now 
commands the blessing even lie evermore: 
O.ber parts of the coun!ry | South and 


quent and extensive as at the present. 


It | 


‘ moanings even unto beaven. 





-< LLL ee eee. 


| West of us, are not altogether destitute of 
these tokens of the divine favor. Many in. 
teresting details may be expected at the 
approaching session of the General Assem. 
bly. Philadelphian. 


REVIVAL IN PARsSippany, N. J. 





« Extract from the last New. Year’s Sermon, 


preached in this place. 


“At the beginning of the last year 
this church was covered with clouds which 
the eye of Faith herself was scarcely able 
to penetrate. We looked for light but no 
light appeared. When we turned our 

eyes backward to the western sky, the 
evening twilight wasall gone. When we 
|}turned our eye forward to catch some 
inoroing ray, po dawouing gleam appeared. 
| When we stretched our gaze upward. in 
‘search, not one twinkling star pierced 
through the impenetrable gloom. When 
we turped our view inward, we fouad a 
rock of ice. We felt and listened for the 
pulse of life; but all was still and silent 
as the grave. Such was our state in gen- 
eral: but alittle few were found with life 
enough to take the alarm; a general 
meeting for mourning, and fasting, and 
prayer, was the consequence; then a sim- 
ilar meeting every month; and seven 
others every week, in seven different dis- 
tricts in the parish, for both sexes: aad 
the same number for the females. Fami- 
ly visiting by both pastor and church 
|mnembers was revived.” 

| ‘Thus, when together and when apart, 
like men just sinking in the ocean bil- 
lows, we stretched out our hands as for 











|| one expiring struggle, and lifted our voi- 


ces as if in one expiring cry, and sent our 
Jesus heard 
and pitied, and reached down his hand to 
help. And now the scene was changed! 
The moroing broke upon the mountains, 
and chased the midnight gloom away. 
‘Tbe sun of righteousness arose; and a 
flood of light settled all around us. The 
rock of ice was thawed in the bosom; the 
pulse of life started afresb; and all na- 
ture, within aod around us, seemed to be 
changed. 

For a long time the chief apartment of 
the house of God was filled every Monday 
evening to overflowing. Crowds throng- 

ed the temple gates and seats, with eyes 
streaming, and hearts bleeding for sip; or 








‘else with tongues unloosed, and lips ve- 
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cal with sougs of deliverance and an-|) The teachers of a Sabbath School 
It wasa great day— say— 


thems of praise. - 
vrreat was the power, great the mercy, ihe Lord, ‘who hears the youbg ra- 
2 | ven’s’ cry. bas heard our prayer—and in 


aod great were the searchings of beart. | . | 
Professors of religion, professors of irre: | the present revival of God swork io this 
ligion, and professors of infidelity were | church we can number sixteen or eigh 
equally alarmed, equally convicted of sin | teen among us, who deeply feel the oper- 
and danger of ruin, and at last equal tro ‘ation of God’s Holy Spirit in their 


phies and triumphs of regenerating grace. | hearts.” 





The fruits of this work of Ged have | — 


been very precious; and considering the 
extreme smallness of the congregation, 
numerous. About seventy may be reck | 
oped new coaverts; besides numbers of 
old professors, apparently now for the first. 


time, made acquainted with true religion. | 
N. Y. Obs. 


; 





Revivav in Prospect, (MAtne.) | 


By a letter from Prospect. dated March | 
14. we learn thata pleasing revival of 











religion commenced there about the first | 
of Yecember. Between forty and filty | 


bove hopefully passed from death unto | 
lie. thirty-six have united with the | 
ciurch. The work ts still advancing: 


mauy appear anxious for their eternal, 
welfare. Waterville Intelligencer. 


RevivaAt. IN ( HARLESTON, 8. C, 


| 
ry” 
The : 


vesicyan Journal says— 

‘“V. ry dately there bave been some revi- 
ving inoteations of better times to the. 
Churches ta this city. la the Independ 
entand Presbyterian churches, there has" 
been an unusual stir avout this way, for | 
some weeks past. Meetings for the ben | 
efit of anxious persons have been very) 
frequent; and in many instances they 
have been peculiarly olessed. Nota few, 
principally young persons, are enquiring | 
earnestly the way to Zion; and we have | 
heard of as many as twenty of them, who. 
profess a lively hope in Christ. 

‘The Baptist Church, also, notwith | 
standing itsgreat loss in the death of Dr. | 
Furman, is, if we are well informed, far 
from being in a declining state. Sever. 
al are expected soon to join this Church. 
and probably it will be one of its expect- 
ed pastor’s first performances to enlarge 
the pale of his communion. 

‘Among ourselves, ten or twelve 
whites, and twice as many coloured mein- 
bers, have been added to the Church 





letter. 


| months. 





since the Conference year began. There 
does not appear, however, any thing unu- 





sual in our Congregations generally. 


RevivaLt in Homer. N. Y. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Bennett, 


dated, Homer, March 19 iS82e. 
This day has been a guod day to the 
church with which Il have the honour to 
stand counected. Eleveu were baptized, 


jand five others, who lud been previousiy 
| baptized, were added tu the church. 


Lo 
see sixteen, the must of them sprightly 
youth. in the most solemn manner, delib 
erately giving themseives tu God, and to 
the church oy his will, was a most pleas 
log sight 

i bere bave been 44 added to the church 
by baptism in all, and about fifteen by 


Bap. Reg. 





By aletter from Connecticut, of the 
2d inst. we are informed that ia Suftield 
seventy-two have been added by baptism 
to tie church in that place in about seven 


v0. 





REVIVALS IN VERMONT. 


| Extract of a Letter to the Editors of the 


Recorder and Telegraph, dated Ply- . 
mouth, Vt. March 24, 1826 


There seems to be a cloud of mercy 
hanging over most of the state. A letter 
from Cabot states, that about 150 souls in 
that town, have hopefully passed from 
death to life, within afew mouths past. 
In Strafford, the work of grace bas been 
powertul. In Clarendon the seed of life 
is taking root, aod springing up—the 
church is coming up out of the wilder- 
ness. 

In this town and in Ludlow, there is a 
gentle refreshing. i wenty five individu. 
als, who but a short lime since were with- 
out hope, and wandering from the fold of 
God, have already returned, and, as we 
believe, come to Zion with songs and ey. 
erlasting joy upon their heads. 





Revivac in Boonvitre, N. Y. 
We have teen favoured by Rev Ira 
Manly, the clergyman of that place with 
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a statement of the work, which is given 
under date of the 27th ult. 

God, we trust has wrought a good 
work among us. Upwards of sixty are 
hoping in the mercy of God throug! 
Christ. the work has been gradual and 
attended with little turoult. Christians 
have appeared to waken by turns, and 
have been encouraged to prayer and la. 
bour by frequent news of individuals 
hereand there brought from deep convic- 
tion and distress of mind to hope in the 
mercy of God. Many among professing 
Christians have appeared to exercise a 
spirit of wrestling fervent prayer. much 
beyond what is cominon to them. We 
are manifestly called !y Divine Provi- 
dence to acknowledge the work of his 
grace in gatheringso many of our youth. 
aud some old and more substantial mem 
bers of society into the fold of Christ. 


West. Rec. 





The work of grace recently commenced 
at Dartmouth College still continues with 
animating prospects. As many as thir 
ty. itis thought. of members of college, 
and tnbabitants of the village, have re 
cently passed from death unto life. 


We learn that there is a pleasing at- 
tention to the concerns of religion in 
Troy, N. H. six have already united 
with the church, and as many more have 
become hopeful subjects of renewing 
grace. 

In Fitchburg, Mass. there has for sev- 
eral months past, been an attention to 
the great concerns of eternity, which 
has gladdened the hearts of the people 
of God, and. as it is charita>ly hoped, in- 
creased the number of Christ’s humble 
followers. Religious meetings we have 
been iniorméd, are held nearly every 
day in the week. and receive special at- 
tention. ihe number of hopeful con- 


verts we are not able to state. 
NM. Eng. Obs. 





Extract of a letter dated Hanover, N. 
H. March 2s. 

‘‘| know you will be glad to hear that 
God is pouring out bis Holy Spint io this 
place. ‘The cry, ‘What stall Ido to be 
saved.”’ is heard in almost every family.-- 
Hardly a person can be found who is not 
more serious and thoug! til than usual. 
#t is a most solemn and interesting 
time! Meetings are numer ue and crowd. 


| 








| ed. 


The most abandoned in this place 
dare not ridicule the work, and seem cop. 
vinced that itis the power of God. The 
revival commenced about three weeks 
since. Many are already rejoicing, 
The number of those. including the sty. 
dentsin College, who think that God has 
Changed their hearts, is thought to be 
about fifty.” Ch. Mirror. 





The revival in Glastenbury, we under. 
stand, cuntinues to advance;—and from 
seventy to eighty are said to be reckoned 
as hopeful subjects of conversion. here 
is also, we are informed, an unusual atten. 
tion to religion in different parts of New. 
ington, Suffield and Granby—-to what ex. 
tent we know not. Connecticut Obs. 





BELIGIOUS PROSPECTS OF ILLIL 
NOIS. 

The Rev. Mr. Spillman, pastor of the 
Sharon church in White county, Ili 
nois, writes to the editor ‘of the Pitts- 
burgh Recorder, as follows: 

“The Sharon Church in White conn. 
ty, Illinois, has lately been visited with 
a refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. On Shoal Creek also, in Bond 





county, the Lord has displayed his sov- 
ereign grace and power to save. Per- 
haps it will be interesting to the reli- 
gious public to know that this country 
in several respects, isimproving. Du. 
ring the last year, the number of set- 
tled Presbyterian clergymen has tn- 
creased from one to four. There are 








also clergymen of three or four other 
Christian denominations, of each a con- 
siderable number. There isin gener- 
al a good degree of respect and atten- 
tion paid to the preaching of the Gos- 











pel, by those who do not profess reli- 
gion. Sabbath Schools and Bible Soci- 
eties are increasing and flourishing. 
And to remove some incorrect impres¢ 
sions of persons at a distance, we are 
prepared to say that as this country 
populates, the bealth of it 1s also im- 
proving. From the exertionsthat have 
been made, it appears that nothing ts 
wanti.g bat the proper use of the 


| means, under the divine blessing, in or- 
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der to promote the cause of morality 
and religion. I make these remarks 
fo encourage and excite, if possible, 
more of the friends of Zion, aud espe-| 
cially ministers of the Gospel, to “come 
over into Illinois and help us.” 
THE BIBLE IN MEXICO. | 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Jr. 
Brigham to the agent of the American 
Bible Society 
Mexico, February 18, 1825. 

I see hy my notes, that | wrote you 
from Guayaguill, saying that 1 had 
brought a box of Spanish Testaments 
there from Lima, and sheuld probably | 
sella part and carry part to Mexico. | 
l sold in Guayaquill 180 for $120. ‘The : 
twenty which | brought with me, with | 
the exception of four, | sold for four 
dollars. I distributed among the poor 
at Acapulco, and along the road from 
thence to Mexico. I tind in every part. 
of Mexico, not only a willingness to | 
possess the word of God, but even a! 
strong desire, and that no open oppost- 
tion is made to their distribution from | 
any quarter. Since my arrival at the 
capital, an American merchant has re- 
ceived 500 Spanish Bibles from New- | 
York, and about 130 Testaments, all of | 
which he sold readily, and fora high | 
price. ‘l'he Bibles sold for five dollars | 
each, and were afterwards retailed for | 
$8 and a half, and I saw some asking | 
tor them in the streets $12. ‘The same | 
merchant is expecting more every day, | 
and will at once sell them as he did the | 











first. I have never felt so much en. 
couraged with regard to circulating 
the word of life, since I have been in 
Spanish America, asl am at present. 
When at Chiil, they would scarcely sell 
At all, but since leaving that place 
there has appeared an increasing de- 
mand. 1am confident that had | pos- 
sessed them, | might in Peru, Colom. 
bia, and Mexico, have sold instead of 
four or five hundred, as many thous. 
ands, 1| regret exceedingly, that | had 
not possessed them. 


pathy 


As near as | can learn, there has, as 
yet, in all this Republic of 7,000 000 
souls, been distributed only about 2000 
copies of the Holy Scriptures, and 
there is nearly the same destitution tn 
all the other sister Republics. A wise 
Providence is now opening the way 
for the distribution of this sacred trea- 
sure among them, and who is there a- 
mong us, that knows himself the worth 
of the Bible, that will not strive to im- 
part it to the people of this country, 
and at the save time pray that it may 
here have free course, run, and be 
glorified. Wishing you and all others 
abundant success, who are engaged In 
the cause of the Holy Scriptures, | re 
main, Dear Sir, with much respect, 
Yours, &c. 

J. C. BRIGHAM. 


LONDON JEWS’ SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Seventeeoth Report. 


Exertiuns in behalf of the Continental 
Jews. 
FRANCE, 

M. Rostan, of Paris, thus writes— 
The report of the labours of your 
Society is gradually spreading, and has 
been tlle means of bringing us into con- | 
nexion with several friends of Israel 
in this country. Thus the number of 
such as pray forthe peace of Jerusa- 
lem increases from day to day; and 
Christians in France begin to be a- 
ware, that the peace of Israel is the 
peace of the earth | 

In Metz also, where some thousands 
of Jews resided, a cheering prospect 
has opened, as appears by the tollow- 
ing statement of Mr. R. Smith, who 
passed through that place on his 
return to England, and writes from, 
Paris— 

1 had a Letter of Recommendation 
to the Minister of the Protestant Church 
in Metz, from whom i met with a most 
cordial reception. ‘There are resi- 
ding in the town a great number of- 








| Jews, perhaps more than in any town 
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in France:.and they appear, on the | 


whole, more inclwe) to Christianity. 
The Protestant Winister, who is inti- 
mately acquainted with many of them, 
particularly with the chief Rabbi, con- 
siders Metz as the place from whence 
light will go ont among the Jews in 
France. 
HOLLAND. 

The Rev. A. S. Thelwall still con 
tinues his 'abours in Amsterdam: he 
states that all things are going on there 
“quietly and well.” 

GERMANY. 

Frankfort—From the Second Re- 
port of the Frankfort Society for pro- 
moting Christianity among the Jews, it 
appears that the cause there ts prosper- 
ing. ‘his Report contains a gratify- 


ing account of Nine Baptisms that had | 


already taken place: and adds, “Ma- 
ny more hopeful Israelities have also 
applied for baptism; but, for the rea- 
sons already specified, we have not 
been able to meet their wishes.” 

Mr. Marc mentions the baptism of 
several Israelites at Frankfort, Elber. 
field, and Stockbam: among whom are 
Dr. Wolf and another eminent phy- 
sician; also Dr. Goldman, with his 
whole family, and another Jew; the 






TE 











two latter having been awakeued to in- 


quire into the truth of Christianity by 








ation to embrace Christianity, they are 
excluded and abandoned by their rela- 
tives, and left in utter poverty. 

Dresden— Mr. Goldberg writes— 

It has pleased the Lord to pour out 
upon the work, established for the Sal. 
vation of Israel in this capital, an in- 
creased measure. of [lis blessing.-- 
Fourteen persons of the Jewish Poynu- 
lation, whom | have instructed and 
partly still instruct in the truths of 
Christianity, have been added to the 
flock of the Good Shepherd, who 
gave His life forthem. ‘The number 
* pupils in our Institution has increas- 
ed. 
Letpsic—Mr. Goldberg by desire of 
the Committee of the Dresden Socie- 
ty, visited Leipsic; and thus speaks of 
his proceedings and prospects io that 
place— 

I went to the Inns where the Jews 
resort; and was soon convinced, that 
these are the most suitable places for 
free intercourse with them, because 
there they have leisure to listen to in- 
struction. I spent almost the whole 
day among them; and the Lord suppli- 
ed me with strength and courage to 
proclaim to Jews from Poland, Greece, 
Bohemia, and Germany, the Saviour of 
the World; to call upon them to be- 
lieve in Him; and to put Tracts into 


means of some of the London Society's | their hands, which are generally re. 


publications. | 
Detrnold—The venerable Baron 


Blomberg thus writes— 


ceived with gratitude. Several Jews, 


| indeed, who are still hostile to Chris- 
tianity, curse both the Societies and 


Thanks be to God, we have not been | Missionaries, whom they call impos. 





left totally without a blessing. Seven, tors, and deceivers of their people, 
proselytes, partly the fruit of Mr, Pe | and endeavour to oppose their la- 
tri’s journey to Hlamburgh, partly re . bours. ‘ 

commended by others, have been for-| In a subsequent communication, Mr. 
warded by us to the Institution of Count | Goldberg writes— 

Von der Recke. We have alboin our, After my return to Dresden, the 
neighbourhood several young Jews,and Christian Friend who had assisted me 
among them some Teachers, whohave in distributing Tracts, wrote to me 
a cordial desire ihe. sganngad, but, : from Leipsic, as follows—‘“It jis a pity 
instead of encouraging, we are obli- | that you left Leipsic, so soon. Many 
ged to restrain them, antil we see a; Jews, who wished to call upon you, 
way opened for their support; for, as were grieved to learn that you were. 
1oou as they bave come to a determin- ‘gone. Jews from Brody have request- 








THE 





ed your direction; being determined, 
if possible, to wait upon. you at Dres.- 
den. I cannot be sufficiently thanktul 
for the blessing which has attended 
your visit here. There never yet has 
been so great a stir among the Jews. 
Many, indeed, are angry; but that ts 
no bad sign.” 
[To be continued next week | 


| 





IDOLATRY RENOUNCED. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Joseph 
Kam, dated, Island of Amboyna, (dn- 
dia Seas) 19th January, 1825. 


At Ceram,on the southern coast of 
the Island, God has, by the preaching 
of the gospel, been showering down 
his mercy, so that four villages, con- 
tainining 2500 souls, have forsaken | 
their Two of the villages 





idols. 
drowned their idols in the sea, and the | 
other two burnt theirsin the fire. He| 
further says, “We recently celebrated | 
the Saviour’s dying love, when a small | 
number of real converts sat down with | 
us (two of his brethren) at the Lerd’s | 
table. We have therefore great! 
hope that in this part of the Molucca 
islands our dear Redeemer shall see of 
the travail of his soul and shall be sat- 
ished.” 

NEW-YORK STATE BRANCH OF 
THE AMERICAN .TRACT SOCI- 
ETY. 

The Second Annual Report of this 

‘ Society, was presented February 7, 

1826, from which it appears, that it 

printed, during the last year, 416,875 

Tracts, comprising 2,601,000 pages, 

besides having purchased 46,600 Tracts 

of the American Tract Society. ‘This 
amount exceeds the amount issued by 
any Tract Society in the United States, 
in the year ending May, 1822; and 
shows how rapidly the cause of Tracts 
is advancing on this side of the Atlan 
tic. 

The Society now publishes monthly 
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sing 12 pages duodecimo, and the Chil- 
dren’s Friend. in 32 pages of a much 
smaller size. It distributed, gratuitous- 
ly, during the year, 186 352 pages, and 
sold to a single individual, in the wes- 
tern part of the State, nearly 50,000 
pages for circulation in the country a- 
round him, and on board of canal boats; 
and toa large landholder, nearly 120,- 
000 pages, many of which he bas dts- 
tributed in journeys, by the way side, 








the New-York Tract Magazine, compri- 


| 


and intaverns ‘The Society has now 
| more than 100auxiliames. Correspon- 
ding Secretary, Mr. Ebenezer Watson, 
Albany. NV. Y.O bs. 
EPISCOPAL 
SOCIETY. 
During the year ending February 7, 
1826, this Society issued 20,200 Tracts: 


NEW-YORK TRACT 





‘making the whole amount of Tracts 


and devotional books published siace 
the formation of the Society, (in 1810) 
135,154; of which 114.453 have been 
distributed, and 23,702 remain. on 
hand. Ib. 








The Baptist General Tract Society 
printed, the last year, 58,000 ‘l’racts. 





‘Total, in two years, 133,000. Its se- 
ries comprises 24 numbers. Receipte 
the last year'636 dollars, 








The Connecticut Branch of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society circulated the last 
year, 17,453 ‘Tracts; making a total, in 
ten years, of 337,659. Secretary and 
Depositary, Mr. Charles Hosmer.—Jé 





LATEST FROM GREECE. 

The intelligence from Greece, recei- 
ved by arrivals from Boston, is of the 
most gratifying kind. The Greek sol- 
diers are rapidly becoming disciplined, 
like those of other European nations, 
and their arms are now triumphant on 
the land and on the sea. The Turks 
and Egygtians are beaten at all points. 
and Ibrahim Pacha will probably be 
compelled before long to return to F. 


gypt mn disgrace NY. Obs 
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POETRY. 
For the Western Luminary 
CHRISTI -N FORGIVENESS. 
“f will be even with my bitteresi foe,”’ 


Revenge exclaims, and then returns the 


blow. 
‘I'll be superior,” should the christian say, 


And kind forgiveness readily display. 
J. u 





ON THE VERACII'Y OP THE SCRIP 
TURES. 

When all the legen 'ry of Rome and hell 
In dark oblivion he, 

This transcript of eternal truth, 
Wrote by the Almighty hand, 

Blooming #8 youth, 
Must ever stand, 

Nor jot or tittle e’er decay, 

Cfhough heaven and earth should pass away, 
Or fall the expanded sky J. H, 


PROVIDENCE. 


Lord, are not ravens daily fed by thee, 
And wilt thou clothe the lillies and not me? 
Begone, distrust! I shall have clothes and 


bread, 
While lillies flourish, and while birds are 
fed. J H. 


CN HEARING THE LEXINGTON 
CLOCK SOUND THE HOUR, 


Hark! that deep toll, from yonder attic tow- 
er, 

Sounds the departure of another hour. 

This bour, hke every other hour and aay, 

Is, unimproved, forever fled away. 


And can I thus behold my hours decrease» 

And yet neglect to make with heaven my 
eac:? 

Ah, thoughtless! ere another hour is gone 

I may be cragged before the eternal 
throne. 


*Twill be in vain, when death appears in 
view, 

To wish past days and hours to live anew; 

The inexorable foe will never spare 

One day, hour, moment, to thy earnest 
prayer. 


Then oh! ere all my days and hours depart, 

Dear Jesus, give a new and perfect heart; 

‘Thine make me now in time, that i may be, 

When days and hours are done, thine to 
eternity. 


Vv — 


J. H. 





s, Ky. 1826, 
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MIRTH AND CHEERFULNESS. 


Mirth is short and trassient—cheer. 
fulness fixed and permanent. ‘Those 
are often raised into the grestest 
transports of mirth, who are subject to 
the greatest depressions of melancho- 
ly; on the contrary, cheerfulness, 
though it does not give the mind such 
an exquisite gladness, prevents us from 
falling into any depths of sorrow.— 
Mirth ts like a flash of lightning, that 
breaks through a gloom of clouds, aud 
glitters for a monmient; cheerfulness 
keeps up a kind of day-light in the 
mind, and fills it witha steady and per- 
petual serenity. 
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